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TYPICAL ELECTRIC BILL
No stamps need to be added as postage on the return envelope for your bill is already paid.

Energy Charge
Demand Charge
Security Light
Service Charge
Franchise Fee
Total Sales Tax
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1.  PREVIOUS BALANCE.  The balance indicated on 
your previous monthly statement.

2.  PAYMENT.  Any amount received and applied to 
your electric account from the time of your last billing until 
the time when this most current statement was prepared.

3.  ADJUSTMENT.  Credit adjustments appear at the 
top of your statement and indicate any credits to your ac-
count at the time this statement was prepared. Debit adjust-
ments are likewise indicated on your current bill. As a debit 
adjustment occurs, it will be itemized in the middle section 
of your statement.

4.  UNPAID BALANCE.  The outstanding amount due 
from your prior monthly statement at the time of preparation 
of the current bill.

5.  RATE.  This code indicates your class of service. Rate 
schedules for your particular class are available by contact-
ing the IREA office.

6.  READINGS:  PREVIOUS — PRESENT.   Intermoun-
tain REA measures your electric power usage with a meter 
that is similar in operation to your car odometer. In order 
to calculate how many miles were traveled on a trip, you 
would simply subtract the mileage reading at the beginning 
from the reading at the end of the trip. In a like manner, the 
“previous” reading is taken at the beginning of the period 
for which your bill was calculated and the “present” reading 
at the end of the period.

7.  MULTIPLIER.  In some cases, particularly with 
large commercial and large residential all-electric services, 
the kilowatt hour meter will incorporate a multiplier. This 
fixed number, when multiplied by the difference between 
the previous and the present readings (#6), will equal the 
total kilowatt hours (KWH) used (#8) for that billing period 
(i.e.: The difference between a previous reading of 200 and a 
present reading of 300 is 100. This figure, multiplied by the 
meter multiplier of say, 10, equals a total of 1000 KWH used in 
that period.). In a like manner, large power users may have a 
peak demand (KW) multiplier incorporated into the meter. In 
such instances, this fixed number will appear directly below 
the KWH multiplier on the billing statement.

8.  KW OR KWH USED.  All consumers are billed on 
the basis of kilowatt hours (KWH) used. This number is, 
therefore, appropriately indicated on the bill. In addition, 
some customers are also assessed a demand (KW) charge 
should they fall into that rate class. The peak KW demand, 
if applicable, will be noted directly below the KWH usage.

9.  ACCOUNT NUMBER.  This is the account number  
for the particular service for which you are being billed. 
Should you ever have to contact IREA with billing questions, 
be sure to have this number handy.

10.  BILLING PERIOD “FROM” “TO”.  The “FROM” 
date indicates the day of the previous meter reading and 
thus the commencement of the current billing period. The 
“TO” date indicates the day of the present meter reading 
and, thus, the last day of the current billing period. The total 
number of days for which current charges were assessed is 
also included on your billing statement, as well as an average 
daily cost for energy consumed and last year’s energy usage 
for this billing period.

11.  SERVICE ADDRESS. This address shows the 
actual location of electric service (rather than the mailing 
address).

How to Read Your Electric Bill
12.  ENERGY CHARGE.  In accordance with the ap-

plicable rate schedule, most rate classes are assessed a fixed 
distribution cost per KWH of energy delivered.

13.  DEMAND CHARGE.  Residential consumers on 
the demand and energy rate, as well as most commercial 
and industrial consumers, are assessed a demand charge. 
This covers the cost which their peak usage imposes on the 
system and is calculated on a per KW basis.

14.  SECURITY LIGHT.  This separate fixed charge 
covers the cost of outside metal halide, mercury vapor or 
high-pressure sodium security lights.

15.  SERVICE CHARGE.  The service charge covers 
fixed costs associated with your particular service which are 
incurred each month regardless of the amount of energy you 
use. These fixed costs are associated with customer accounts, 
uncollectible expenses and meter reading.

16.  FRANCHISE FEE (or PARKER EXCISE).  This fee, 
covering the costs of the operating franchises granted in vari-
ous towns within the service area, is assessed among IREA 
customers within that franchise area on a percentage basis.

17.  SALES TAX.  Includes state, county, city and RTD 
sales taxes as appropriate.

Note:  Miscellaneous charges may appear directly below 
17 on your electric bill and may include debits or credits for 
returned checks, membership fee, transfers, meter deposits, 
etc.

18.  YTD KWH.  This is the total KWH used for the cur-
rent calendar year to date, excluding the current month.

19.  YTD REVENUE.  This is the total electric revenue 
charged on your account for the current calendar year to 
date, excluding the current month.

20.  METER NUMBER.  This is the identification num-
ber of the kilowatt hour meter on your premises for your 
particular account.

21.  CURRENT DUE.  This is the amount due for the 
current month’s electrical service provided to you.

22.  PAST DUE.  Includes outstanding amounts that 
have become delinquent from prior billing.

23.  TOTAL DUE.  This is the total outstanding bal-
ance on your electric account. IREA billing statements are 
processed and mailed on the fourth working day after the 
meter is read and are due approximately 10 days after the 
statement date. Your payments are then expected on or 
before the date noted on the statement. After this point, the 
bill becomes delinquent.

24.  CYCLE BILLING CODE. Codes A-T correspond to 
one of 20 meter-reading cycle days each month.

25.  TELEPHONE NUMBER.  Please insert your day-
time and nighttime phone numbers, if incorrect (for our 
records only), in the space provided.

26.  PLEASE INDICATE ADDRESS CHANGE HERE. 
Three lines are made available for you to indicate a new bill-
ing address as needed.

27.  AMOUNT PAID.  The amount of payment being 
submitted should be indicated on this line in order to ensure 
proper credit to your account.

28. BUDGET AMOUNT or AUTOMATIC PAY. If you 
have chosen budget billing, that amount will appear here. If 
your monthly payment is made directly from a checking or sav-
ings account, the words "automatic pay" will appear here.




